#90 FORUM POST ON THE OLD MAN
Dear FaithWillDo,

The bible says we are "elect according to the foreknowledge of God." Parable of the sower
comes to mind as well.....whether the soil of the heart is rocky or good soil etc.

L

Dear L R

Many believers say that God's foreknowledge comes from His ability to look into the future.
However, scripture never makes this claim.

Here is what scripture says about where God's foreknowledge comes from:

Isa 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning (foreknowledge), and from ancient times
the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure: 11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from
a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will
also do it.

God's foreknowledge comes from the certainty that God will accomplish (by His work)
everything (down to the smallest of details) that He says He will do. God leaves nothing up to
chance or up to mankind's supposed free will ability. God is not a fortuneteller.

As for the "soil of the heart", scripture says that it is God who prepares the heart.

Prov 16:1 The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the
LORD.

When Christ is ready to save one of His Elect, He will prepare their heart by giving them the
Early and Latter Rains.

Salvation comes to mankind by the work of Christ and not by a supposed free will ability of
mankind to make a choice. All the "works" involved in mankind's salvation are the works of
Christ. When Christ is ready for a person to have faith, He will give it to them.

Mankind has no works by which they can claim as to why they were saved:

Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them.



In this age, Christ is only saving the Elect who were chosen from the foundation of the world for
this blessing. Why? Because it suits the purposes of God:

Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

Rom 9:11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that
the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth.

But since Christ loves all mankind, He will have mercy upon the lost in the final age during their
time of judgment. At that time, Christ will give the lost the faith they need by giving them the
Early Rain of the Spirit. With their newly acquired faith, the pathway for Christ to come and save
them will be made straight.

After the new child of God is born, they will be gathered up to heaven. The child of the Devil
will remain in the Lake of Fire (Christ's judgment) until he is destroyed (satisfies justice and the
penalty of sin). This entire spiritual process is called conversion.

Mat 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

After the last person who has ever lived is saved, this scripture will be testified to be true:

1Tim 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4 who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time.

Joe
Dear FaithWillDo,

Bible says the mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps. There has to be an
element of free will in the planning of one's way. Maybe we could think of it as being limited
free will in a way. But the Lord is sovereign over all.

This verse comes to mind as well......I don't think we can say that God is the direct cause of evil:
Jas 1:13-14

Let no man, being tempted, say, I am tempted of God. For God cannot be tempted by evil things,
and himself tempts no one.

But every one is tempted, drawn away, and enticed by his own lust;



L

Dear L R

Man's carnal spiritual nature and Satan do all the tempting that is necessary for mankind to sin.
For that reason, when Christ is converting one of His Elect, He will remove and destroy the
person's worsened carnal nature and the spirit of anti-Christ.

In God's Word, the "man" represents the mind and the "woman" represents the carnal spiritual
nature. Together they are "one flesh" (Gen 2:24). And this is why Satan tempted Eve in the
Garden of Eden. Satan tempts mankind through their carnal nature.

And because the woman represents the carnal nature, Paul said this:

1Tim 2:14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the
transgression.

and this:

1Cor 7:33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may
please his wife.

Because Adam was not deceived, the woman will bear the full penalty of sin. That penalty is
death. And because Adam (carnal mind) wanted to please his wife (carnal nature), he took the
fruit from her and ate it, too.

When Christ judges one of His Elect during the conversion process, it is their carnal spiritual
nature that is destroyed but the mind is transformed.

Since the woman is the one who commits fornication with Satan (believing Satan over Christ),
she is called a harlot in scripture. After the spirit of anti-Christ indwells a believer, the harlot
becomes Mystery Babylon the Great Harlot:

Rev 18:2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of
every unclean and hateful bird.

Revelation chapter 18 goes on to detail the Great Harlot's destruction which will occur when
Christ judges one of His Elect during the conversion process.

Because the man was not "in the transgression", the man (carnal mind) will be transformed into
the mind of Christ.

Rom 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of



your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

The carnal mind is transformed by the judgments that come from the converted person's new
spiritual nature which is the new spiritual nature of the Holy Spirit.

That is what the verse below is teaching:
Isa 26:9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I

seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the (New) earth, the inhabitants of the world
will learn righteousness.

The spiritual symbol "earth" also represents mankind's spiritual nature. The Natural Earth
represents the carnal nature and the New Earth represents the new spiritual nature of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is what causes the carnal mind to be transformed into the mind of Christ.
It is a slow process and is unlike the destruction of the Great Harlot which happens quickly (one
hour).

John the Baptist is a "type" for the Old Man. The Old Man is the carnal mind.
John said this:
John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

Also, bones are another symbol for the spiritual nature and that is why Eve was formed from one
of Adam's ribs.

And that is also why scripture says this about Christ:

John 19:36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him
shall not be broken.

In other words, since Christ never sinned, he never spiritually died (broke a bone).
Also, consider this scripture about Satan (a bear is one of the symbols for Satan):
Dan 7:5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one

side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto
it, Arise, devour much flesh.

The number three represents a spiritual process. The ribs represent mankind's carnal spiritual
nature. When the bear eats the ribs, he does so by deceiving a believer by the spirit of anti-Christ
which spiritually makes the believer "worse than the first" (Mat 12:43-45).



This verse also applies to Satan:

Gen 3:14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go,
and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:

Satan is also represented by a serpent. Dust represents mankind's carnal spiritual nature. This is
why Satan feeds upon mankind and he does so through man's carnal spiritual nature.

Can you see how scripture is uses different symbols (spirit words) to teach the truth of God?

Also, can you see how God is in full control of all things that happen in this world? He leaves
nothing up to chance or to man's "will".

Joe
Dear FaithWillDo,

Agree that scripture is chock full of types and shadows and allegory......He speaks to us in
parables. And I do consider that a lot of it is also speaking to us on a personal level. But rightly
dividing it all is another thing, and possibly we could never finish plumbing the depths of it all in
this life, because who can fathom the Lord?

I don't know if I'm up to diving into this discussion right now, but the point I was trying to make
is that man seems to have free reign generally to do as he wills but the Lord is sovereign over it
all, I believe for one thing because of His foreknowledge and that everything is laid bare before
Him with whom we have to do. He has "gone before" us in all things. He knows the end from the
beginning and everything in between, and therefore has been able to pre-plan and strategize
everything before it manifests on earth, for one thing because He exists outside of time and
space, and because He is beyond genius to start with.

The Lord created the devil and his fallen angels to work havoc.......not that God Himself directly
causes havoc generally. It is the devil who comes to steal, kill and destroy, but cannot do so
except it be given him from above, like Jesus told Pilate. I am not sure we are to interpret the
scriptures you brought in a way as to think the Lord exercises "control" over man.....since He
told the apostles they were not to exercise authority upon the church like the pagans do......He is
much greater and better than that. What I seem to see in the word, is that He generally allows
both man and devil to exercise their will (at least up to a point) but has already gone before it all
and is able to work everything and bring everything to where He ultimately wants it to be for His
purposes. Working everything together for our good....and His purposes. What the Lord does is
to loose and/or restrain/bind the devil and his fallen angels at times. The devil always "wills" to
cause havoc and destroy, and the Lord may say thus far and no farther, depending on the wisdom
of His will (remembering Job for example).



Scripture says our old man has already been crucified and we have already been given the mind
of Christ........... but there is a battle ensuing between the old man and his carnal mind and the new
man, Christ, and His mind and spirit within us, from the moment we first came to Christ. We are
supposed to walk in the new man at all times, but are we doing that at all times and to what
degree? I do consider tentatively and subject to confirmation from the Lord that it's possible to
have the victory and win that battle in this life. But with respect, in light of some of these scrips
that have been coming to mind, I'm just wondering if some things need tweeking in how they are
being understood, unless I'm the one who is misunderstanding. I believe the Lord is sovereign for
sure and on His throne ruling& reigning........ but just that He doesn't rule and reign in a
controlling domineering micro-managing kind of way, that the flesh and world do. His ways are
above man's ways, and to me that is all part of His wonderful and unspeakable greatness.

L

Dear L s

I want to make a point on the old man being crucified with Christ, but to fully understand my
comments, I need to explain how Christ saves His Elect.

Here is the verse you mentioned:

Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.

When a believer is first called out from the world and given a measure of faith, it happens solely
because Christ came to the person and gave them the Early Rain of the Spirit. Without the Early
Rain of the Spirit, a person has no ability to call Jesus "Lord" because of their "marred" (Jer
18:4) created spiritual state.

Rom 3:10 As it is written, there is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

1Cor 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

But since the Early Rain of the Spirit is given in a small measure (Deu 32:2, Job 37:6 & Joel
2:23), the new believer is left unconverted and spiritually blind. In this new spiritual state, a
spiritual war will begin between the Holy Spirit and the believer's carnal nature. Before the war
ends, Satan will come to the aid of the carnal nature and plant his seed of the spirit of anti-Christ
within the believer (Parable of the Wheat and the Tares). With this added help, the believer's
carnal nature will win the war and will be made "worse than the first" (Mat 12:43-45). This is
when the Abomination of Desolation occurs within a believer (God's temple) and when they
become a "man of sin". The believer will remain in this worsened carnal condition until they
physically die or (if they are Elect) until Christ returns to them and pours out the Latter Rain of



the Spirit.

With the Latter Rain of the Spirit, a fallen away Elect believer will be restored and born again.
This is also when their spiritual blindness will be healed. Immediately afterward, the spiritual
war within the believer will begin again, but this time, Christ will remove the spirit of anti-Christ
and the believer's carnal nature (the Great Harlot) and cast them into the Lake of Fire for
destruction. With this quick judgment, the believer is said to be converted. However, the believer
is still spiritually immature and still has as a lot of the past thoughts, beliefs and habits that they
need to "unlearn". Because of this, the Lord will begin chastising the newly converted believer to
teach them His righteousness (Isa 26:9). This is when the believer's "old man" is "crucified with
Christ". After the old man dies, the believer will walk by faith and will no longer sin. The
spiritual process of maturing a converted believer is a slow process (like crucifixion is) and can
take many years to complete. That is why John the Baptist (a type for the old man) said "he must
increase and I must decrease" (John 3:30).

What I briefly summarized above is how Christ saves one of His Elect in this age. It happens
solely by the spiritual work of Christ within the person. For that reason, Paul says that no man
has anything they can boast about concerning their salvation (Eph 2:8-10). They have no works
because all the works that were performed, were the works of Christ. This truth alone destroys
any notion that mankind has a free will ability. Christ is the one who causes us to "will and do of
His good pleasure" (Phi 2:13) and why Paul says we are the Lord's "workmanship" (Eph 2:10).

Since all new believers are spiritually blind after being called into the church, the church quickly
became apostate after the deaths of the Apostles. For this reason, one of the signs of the times
that will happen before Christ returns to an unconverted Elect believer is that they will "see" the
Abomination of Desolation (Mat 24:15-16). When they see this sign, they are told to flee to the
mountains (same as being gathered to heaven) because judgment is about to fall on them. This
judgment is also shown in Revelation chapter 19. One of the key points about this judgment is
that it does not occur until AFTER the believer has been born again and gathered to heaven
(spiritually speaking). Because they are now a child of God (who is not judged), they will reign
with Christ over their own judgment. This is why the Elect will not experience the wrath of God
during their time of judgment. However, this will not be true for most of mankind when Christ
judges them in the Lake of Fire. For them, judgment falls prior to them being born again as a
child of God. They will suffer wrath but in the end, they will still be saved "by fire":

1Cor 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 14 If any
man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward (the Elect). 15 If
any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss (the lost in the final age): but he
himself shall be saved; vet so as by fire.

Salvation will be given to the balance of mankind in the final age because Christ will not
omit justice, mercy and faith when He judges them:




Mat 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

The penalty of sin is death but before the "lost" perish, Christ will have mercy upon them. His
mercy comes to them in the form of the Early Rain of the Spirit which will give them faith. From
this faith, the pathway for Christ to "come again" and give them the Latter Rain of the Spirit will
be made straight. With the Latter Rain, the person will be born again and gathered to heaven. The
child of the devil (who they used to be) will remain in the Lake of Fire for destruction (this
satisfies justice).

After the last person who has ever lived is saved, this scripture below will be testified to be true:

1Tim 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4 who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time.

If you have any specific questions, I can provide a lot of scriptural support for my statements
because most of the teachings of Christ apply to the pathway to salvation which I explained
above. Even the "end-time" prophecies and the book of Revelation teach this pathway. Those
end-time prophecies are not teaching about world events that supposedly happen at the literal end
of the age. The "end of the ages" is spiritual and will occur when an Elect believer is converted.

1Cor 10:11 Now all these things happened to them as types, and have been written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come.

Joe

L neverresponded.

New Thread: Understanding Matthew 5:27-8
Dear All,

There is a lot of confusion that surfaces from time-to-time regarding the meaning and
implications of Matt 5:27-28, which is predicated upon a lack of careful reading and
understanding of what was actually said and the specific words used therein and their relative
meaning.

First of all, you must understand the context and to whom this was said. These two verses were
part of Jesus' teaching to his disciples on a variety of topics, commonly referred to as "the
sermon on the mount".



And, the verses origins are derived from OT scripture Leviticus 18.

Matthew 5:27-28

""27Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28But |
say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery
with her already in his heart."

Lev 18:20
""20Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbor’s wife, to defile thyself with her."

First of all, if you look closely at the wording in the Matthew verses, you find the word
"adultery" which is the primary word of people's concern. So what exactly is "adultery"? And
once understanding what adultery is, who then would be guilty of "adultery" predicated upon
the text of these verses?

Now look at the verse in Leviticus which says lying "carnally with thy neighbor’s wife". This
means having intercourse with a married woman, which is defined as adultery.

So, Matthew 5:27-28 means exactly that, and does not refer to unmarried women. Adultery is
commonly defined as a married person having sexual intercourse with someone other than their
spouse.

If it was meant to relate to unmarried women, the word "adultery" would not have been used,
but rather the word 'fornication' would most likely have been. So, read the subject Matt 5 verses
substituting the word 'fornication' for "adultery" to see/understand the perspective.

Now consider the phrase in verse 28, "to lust after". The word "lust" means having a strong
sexual desire for. The word "after" in this instance of usage, is an adverb with one of its
meanings being “in pursuit".

So, what is the meaning and intent of this phrase “to lust after”?

Lusting after a person, equating to having sexual intercourse with them (adultery) in your heart
prior to actually engaging in the act, would have to involve, as aforementioned, a already married
person, not unmarried, and one who pursues the intended illicit relationship with the already
married person, vigorously.

As you should now be able to understand, much of the concerns that many people have may very
well be unfounded since ‘adultery’ relates to one or both of the parties who are engaging in, or
may be about to engage in sexual activity, being married, and being so done with someone other
than their spouse, and the one in pursuit having a strong sexual desire for the other party.


https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/18-20.htm

Adultery can only occur between persons, with either one or both who are or were already
married, who engage in sexual intercourse with other than their spouse. If neither one is married
or was married previously, then it’s not considered ‘adultery’, but rather would be fornication, if
consummated.

D

Dear D .

Christ's words are "spirit" (John 6:63). The "adultery" Christ mentions in Mat 5:27-28
is spiritual adultery and is based on the laws pertaining to physical adultery which was taught
under the Old Covenant.

Spiritual adultery is the same sin that Eve committed in the Garden and it occurs when a believer
follows the ways of Satan instead of remaining faithful to the ways of Christ.

Satan is called the crooked serpent because his "another gospel" teaches a believer to mix their
own "works" with faith. This is the crooked way. The straight way is by faith alone and trusts in

the Lord to do all the works necessary for our salvation.

Because physical adultery is the only sin that leads to divorce, spiritual adultery is the only "sin
that leads to death" (1John 5:16) and a loss of salvation.

Christ said that if a believer even lusts after another woman (Satan), it is testifying to the truth
that the believer is still carnal and still prefers the Old Wine over the New Wine:

Luke 5:39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The
old is better.

In other words, the believer has not received the Latter Rain of the Spirit and is not converted.

This type of believer is not "spiritual":
Gal 6:1 Brethren, if a man (unconverted) be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual (converted), restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest

thou also be tempted.

An unconverted believer will still prefer the Old Wine of the Old Covenant (man's works)
instead of the New Wine of the New Covenant (works of Christ).

The Old Covenant is based on the physical works of man and not upon the spiritual works of
Christ under the New Covenant.

Consider this concept taught below:

10



1Cor 15:46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward that which is spiritual.

The Old Covenant of Law is outward and physical (natural). The New Covenant is inward and
spiritual.

The Old Covenant foreshadows the New Covenant. The physical law of adultery is the same. It
foreshadows the spiritual law of adultery.

When Christ came in the flesh, He came to make the change from the Old Covenant (the natural)
to the New Covenant (the spiritual). When Christ teaches in the Gospels, He is teaching about
the spiritual and not the natural.

However, unconverted believers are still carnal (Early Rain of the Spirit only) and because of
such, they mostly understand the teachings of Christ in a natural (outward) way. They do

this consistently in trying to understand the end-time prophecies of Daniel, Luke, Matthew, Mark
and Revelation. They understand those prophecies as occurring "outwardly". However, those
prophecies are spiritually fulfilled because their fulfillment occurs under the New Covenant. All
the prophecies which were fulfilled under the Old Covenant were physically fulfilled. The
prophecies which were not fulfilled under the Old Covenant are going to be spiritually fulfilled
under the New Covenant.

The prophecies must be "rightly divided" by the two covenants, as do all the teachings of Christ
in the Gospels.

Joe
Dear FaithWillDo,

What is "spiritual adultery"? Define it.

Simply put, Jesus is talking about the actual, physical, act of committing adultery here and is
simply saying that if you pursue a married woman with the intent of engaging in sexual
intercourse with her, you've already committed the act of adultery in your heart prior to actually
doing it. It's not spiritual, it's physical, although, it for sure has spiritual ramifications to your
soul.

D

Dear D R

No, Christ words are spirit and they are teaching about the spiritual work that He will do under
the New Covenant.

11



The Old Covenant is referring to the "actual, physical act of committing adultery". The New
Covenant is referring to the spiritual act of adultery.

If you are a believer in Christ, you are under the New Covenant. The New Covenant is spiritual,
and because it is, the work that Christ does under the New Covenant is likewise spiritual. You
should apply Christ's teachings under the New Covenant accordingly.

I will now answer your question on the meaning of spiritual adultery.

In the marriage relationship taught in scripture (Christ and His wife), spiritual adultery occurs
when the wife believes Satan over Christ which causes the wife to follow the ways of Satan
rather than the ways of her husband (Christ).

Remember, a husband is the head of the wife, and the wife should submit herself to her husband:

Eph 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in everything.

In scripture, Christ teaches how He is going to save the Elect of this age by using a marriage
analogy (among others). In this analogy, Christ is going to marry the Elect who will then become
His bride. When this marriage occurs, an Elect believer is saved.

At the beginning, Adam and Eve are said to be Christ's wife in the Garden of Eden. They are
representative of all the Elect who will become the bride of Christ. While in the Garden, Satan
came to Eve and tempted her. Eve quickly gave into Satan's temptation and sinned. Adam soon
followed. Adam and Eve then tried to cover their sin by wearing an apron of figs leaves which
they made for themselves. The apron of fig leaves represents when a person tries to save their
self by their own "works". However, man's "works" can only make us appear to be righteous
from the outside. Within, we are still full of "dead men's bones" (Mat 23:27). When Adam and
Eve made their apron of figs leaves, they committed spiritual adultery. This is the same spiritual

sin which causes all new believers to "fall away" and lose their salvation.

I'll explain more on this sin later in my post.

Because of Adam and Eve's adultery with Satan, their marriage to Christ ended and they were
expelled from their husband's house (Garden of Eden). Since that time, Christ has planned to
restore His marriage relationship with His forsaken "wife of youth". He is now performing this

work of restoration under the New Covenant of Grace through Faith.

The scripture below refers to the time when Adam and Eve were forsaken:

12



Isa 54:5 For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 6 For the
LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth,
when thou wast refused, saith thy God. 7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but
with great mercies will I gather thee. 8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a
moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy
Redeemer.

Under the New Covenant, Christ is presently gathering His Elect with "great mercies". When
that day arrives for each of the Elect, Christ will return and gather them to heaven.

The verse below presents this event:

Mat 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

According to Paul, when an unbeliever receives the Early Rain of the Spirit, they become
"espoused" to Christ and become a new believer in the church.

2Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

The new believer is also represented as a virgin in the Parable of the Ten Virgins which I will
explain below.

In the parable, five of the virgins are wise and five are foolish. The wise virgins represent the
Elect. The foolish virgins represent the "many" (Mat 22:14) who were called to be a bride (a
saint) but were not chosen. After the engagement occurs (receipt of the Early Rain of the Spirit),
the bridegroom goes away to prepare a place for his soon to be bride ("I come quickly" Rev
22:20). While the bridegroom is away, he expects his potential bride (virgin) to remain "chaste".
To remain chaste, the virgin must remain faithful to Him in accordance with the New Covenant.
To remain faithful under the New Covenant, a virgin must continue to approach Christ only by
faith. This is called the “straight way” and is what allows Christ to return to His virgin to collect
them for the wedding.

However, Satan will come to the virgin prior to the Bridegroom's return. And just like with Adam
& Eve, both the wise and foolish virgins will not remain faithful to Christ. This is presented in
the parable by showing that all ten virgins have fallen asleep at night (loss of salvation during
their time of spiritual blindness). This is when all ten virgins have accepted Satan's "crooked
way" (his "another gospel" 2Cor 11:4) and have spiritually fornicated with him. This act causes
the virgins to no longer be chaste under the New Covenant.

Satan's crooked way mixes man's works with faith (an apron of fig leaves). Because the virgins
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are no longer chaste, the way for Christ to return to them is now crooked. But because Christ is
gathering his bride with "great mercies", Christ will give the wise virgins (those who have been
chosen) the Latter Rain of the Spirit which will restore them to a chaste condition. This is shown
in the parable by the extra flask of oil that the wise virgins carried with them.

After the wise virgins receive the Latter Rain of the Spirit and have been restored, their spiritual
blindness will be healed. It is at that time that the Bridegroom will appear and gather His virgin
to heaven for the wedding ceremony.

Joe
Dear FaithWillDo,

You can believe what you like, but you're way off on a tangent, not addressing the directness and
simplicity of the subject Jesus was speaking to. The context here in Matt 5:27-8 is not an esoteric
discussion or subject nor requiring a likewise esoteric dissertation by the Lord. It's actually
straightforward and simple. The point of my post was to clarify the common misunderstanding
that many people have when they read these verses.

D

Dear D "

The misunderstanding of Mat 5:27-28 comes from a carnal understanding of the verses. Only a
spiritual understanding of the verses will reveal the truth of what Christ is teaching.

As for the teachings of scripture (even Mat 5:27-28) being straightforward and simple, they are
not.

Isa 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand
doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 10 For precept
must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and
there a little: 11 For with stammering lips and another language will he speak to this
people. 12 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go,
and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

Prov 2:1 My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, 2
making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; 3 yes, if
you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, 4 if you seek it like silver
and search for it as for hidden treasures, 5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord
and find the knowledge of God.

A believer is only weaned from the milk when they are given the Latter Rain of the Spirit
because that is when a believer's spiritual blindness is healed (Acts 9:17-19, Mark 8:15-25).
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Joe
Dear FaithWillDo,

Like I said, believe what you like; and, FYI, God's word is simple and understandable as God
intended it to be. It's mankind that twists and complicates it by applying their illogical logic.
Goodbye.

b
Dear D R

The scripture I quoted prove that God's Word is purposely concealed from everyone except the
Elect who are given "eyes that can see" upon their conversion. Whoever told you that God's
Word is "simple and understandable" is mistaken and did not come to that understanding from
scripture.

Listen to what Paul says:

1Cor 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect (the converted Elect): yet
not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 7 But
we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery (a concealed way), even the hidden wisdom,
which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 8 Which none of the princes of this
world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But
as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath
revealed them unto us (the converted Elect) by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 These things we also speak, not
in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things (words) with spiritual.

Nowhere in scripture does it say that the teachings of Christ are simple and understandable. In
fact, it says just the opposite.

Joe

Dear FaithWillDo,

So, the bible can't be and wasn't intended to be understood by the common, every day, man,
right? We commoners can't look at the bible in its simplicity to understand such things as
salvation, right? The simple words that Philip spoke to the Ethiopian eunuch really had deeper
esoteric meaning and couldn't be understood by the eunuch, correct? Did he question Philip? Did
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he say I don't understand or believe you; let me go get a scholar to verify what you are saying. Or
did he believe and act upon it immediately?

There are way too many people that read and don't accept what is in black and white in front of
them, and then go to extreme lengths to disprove the simple words, to justify their stupid ideas.
This is what you are attempting to do here and what people do throughout the scriptures on a
multitude of subjects. Naaman tried that in 2 kings 5, questioned what he was told, but finally
acquiesed, did the simple thing that he thought was stupid at first, and was ultimately cured. As
before, believe what you like. Continue to complicate that which is simple.

D

Dear D .

Understanding God's Word is a little more complicated than you believe. I will try to give you a
better foundation of the truth below.

To begin, a person must understand that the Old Covenant of Law is physical & outward and is
based on the works of man. It was given to carnal people who have no problem understanding it.
However, the Old Covenant of Law only works to make the outside of the "cup" clean (Mat
23:25). It will not change a person spiritually which is what needs to be accomplished for true
salvation.

Because the Law was lacking for mankind's salvation, Christ came to provide mankind with a
New Covenant. Under the New Covenant, Christ will do 100% of the work. His first work was
accomplished in the flesh and under the Old Covenant. That work took Him to the cross.
Because of His perfect blood sacrifice, Christ fulfilled all the sacrificial ordinances of the Law
and earned Him the keys to death and hell. Christ now has to legal authority to resurrect mankind
from the grave. In that way, Christ has given mankind "life":

John 10:10 ... I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.

But since Christ came to fulfill all the Law and to give mankind a more abundant life, Christ still
has additional work to perform. This work is spiritual and is individually accomplished.

To complete the final portion of mankind's salvation, Christ will come to every person who has
ever lived and will change them spiritually. With this change, the converted individual will be
governed from "within" by Christ (Phi 2:13). From Christ's spiritual governance, the Law will be
fulfilled for that person because Christ does not sin.

In this age, Christ is only converting certain blessed individuals who were chosen for this honor
from the foundation of the world. They are the "first fruits" of Christ's harvest of mankind.
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Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him in love:

To accomplish the salvation of the Elect, Christ established a pathway that He causes His Elect
to travel to their conversion and salvation. That pathway begins with Christ giving "many"
people the Early Rain of the Spirit. Then from that group of "many", Christ will give the Latter
Rain of the Spirit to the “few” individuals who have also been "chosen".

James 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receives
the EARLY and LATTER RAIN. 8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh.

Mat 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

The Early Rain of the Spirit can also be called the "Spirit of Faith" (2Cor 4:13) because that is
what gives an individual their faith in Christ - it is a gift from God. Without the Early Rain of the
Spirit, an unbeliever will never be able to make a confession of faith:

1Cor 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God
calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy

Spirit.

But with the Early Rain of the Spirit, a person will only call Jesus "Lord".
This scripture applies:

Prov 16:1 The preparations of the heart in man (by the gift of the Spirit), and the answer of
the tongue (confession of faith), is from the LORD.

However, the Early Rain of the Spirit is only given in a small measure:

Job 37:6 For he saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the small rain (Early
Rain), and to the great rain (Latter Rain) of his strength.

Because it is given in a small measure, the Early Rain of the Spirit will not heal the new
believer's spiritual blindness. Because of their blindness, the believer will not be converted and
will remain carnally minded. In this carnal spiritual state, they will have a full understanding of
Christ and His physical work that lead Him to the cross (1Cor 2:2) but His spiritual work will
remain a mystery to them.

Because the new believer remains spiritually blind, Satan will have the ability to deceive them.
Satan does this by indwelling them with the spirit of anti-Christ. With Satan's spirit indwelling
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the believer, the Abomination of Desolation will occur in God's temple (the believer). This is the
same event that Christ references in Mat 24:15.

With the indwelling of the spirit of anti-Christ, the believer will become deceived and will start
following Satan's "another gospel" which mixes man's work with faith. This is called the crooked
way. When they start following this false gospel, they will fall away from faith and lose their
salvation.

From this spiritual process of devolution, the individual will be made "worse than the first" (Mat
12-43-45) and will become a man of sin. The man of sin is what the Seven Headed Beast in
Revelation chapter 13 represents. The second beast in that chapter represents the spirit of anti-
Christ.

Because all new believers (100% of them) remain spiritually blind after being given the Early
Rain of the Spirit, they will all quickly "fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken" by
Satan. This is what caused the churches that the Apostles started in the 1st century to all become
apostate.

These scriptures apply:

Isa 28:9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand
doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 10 For precept
must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and
there a little: 11 For with stammering lips and another language will he speak to this
people. 12 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go,
and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the
space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

To restore a fallen away believer who is one of the "chosen", Christ will come to them a second
time (commonly called the Second Coming of Christ). When Christ comes, He will pour out the
Latter Rain of the Spirit upon them. With the Latter Rain (also called the Spirit of Truth), the
believer's spiritual blindness will be healed (weaned from the milk). After it is healed, the truth
of God's Word will open up to their understanding for the first time. With this truth, they will
"see" the Abomination of Desolation that had previously occurred within themselves. Judgment
will then fall on the chosen believer and remove & destroy the spirit of anti-Christ & their carnal
spiritual nature (represented by the Great Harlot). Matthew 24:40-41 and Rev 19:20 apply to this
judgment.
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After the chosen believer's judgment is complete, the believer will be converted and saved. The
fallen away believers who are "many" and who have not been chosen, they will die in their sins
and receive their portion with the unbelievers (Luke 12:46).

In the final age, the "lost" will be sent off to judgment (represented by the Lake of Fire). The
penalty for their sins is death (not eternal torment in literal fire). However, before the "lost"
perish, Christ will have mercy upon them and give them Early Rain of the Spirit.

This verse applies:
Mat 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and

anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

With the Early Rain of the Spirit, the "lost" individual will have the necessary faith for the
pathway to be made straight for Christ to come to them and pour out the Latter Rain of the Spirit.
With the Latter Rain of the Spirit, the individual will be "born again" and will be gathered up to
heaven. The child of the Devil will remain in the Lake of Fire for destruction. This will satisty
"justice".

After the last person of mankind is converted and saved, this scripture below will be testified to
be true:

1Tim 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4 who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time.

Can you receive any of what I presented above?

Joe

D never responded.
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